ZONDUO  ·  Academic Resources
Chapterization Plan for Theses and Dissertations
[bookmark: _GoBack]A master's dissertation and doctorate thesis planning template
This plan assists you in dividing your research into chapters, allocating a word budget to each, and monitoring your progress from initial draft until submission. It can be used for both doctorate and master's theses. The distinction between the two is indicated where it exists.
Important: your university’s own regulations always come first. Chapter titles, word limits, and what counts toward the limit (abstract, references, appendices, tables) vary by institution, so confirm them with your supervisor or research handbook before you fix your plan.
Part 1 · Typical length by degree level
	Degree level
	Pages
	Words

	Master’s dissertation
	50 – 100 pages
	13,000 – 26,000 words

	Doctoral thesis
	100 – 300 pages
	26,000 – 78,000 words


These are typical ranges only. Requirements differ by discipline and institution.
Part 2 · Suggested word budget
The shares below are a starting point for an empirical study with a conventional six-chapter structure. Adjust them to your discipline. Enter your own total in the last column.
	Chapter
	Typical share
	Example: 20,000 words
	Example: 50,000 words
	Your target

	1. Introduction
	10%
	2,000
	5,000
	

	2. Literature Review
	22%
	4,400
	11,000
	

	3. Methodology
	14%
	2,800
	7,000
	

	4. Results / Findings
	24%
	4,800
	12,000
	

	5. Discussion
	24%
	4,800
	12,000
	

	6. Conclusion
	6%
	1,200
	3,000
	

	Total
	100%
	20,000
	50,000
	



Part 3 · Chapter-by-chapter plan
For each chapter: what it must do, and a checklist to confirm it is complete.
1. Introduction
Sets up the problem and the reader’s expectations.
· Background and context of the research area
· Problem statement and why it matters
· Research aim, objectives and questions (or hypotheses)
· Scope, limitations and key definitions
· Outline of the chapters that follow
2. Literature Review
Shows what is known, what is contested and where the gap is.
· Organised by theme or concept, not source by source
· Critical comparison of studies, not summary alone
· Gap in the literature stated explicitly
· Theoretical or conceptual framework introduced
· Every research question traceable to the gap
3. Methodology
Justifies every choice so the study can be judged and repeated.
· Research philosophy and design, with justification
· Population, sampling and sample size
· Data collection instruments and procedures
· Analysis methods (software, tests or coding approach)
· Validity, reliability, ethics and approvals
4. Results / Findings
Reports what was found, without interpreting it yet.
· Tables and figures numbered and referred to in the text
· Results ordered by research question
· Statistical output or coded themes reported consistently
· No new methods introduced here
5. Discussion
Explains what the findings mean.
· Each finding linked back to a research question
· Unexpected results and possible explanations
· Theoretical and practical implications
· Limitations of the study
6. Conclusion
Closes the argument and points forward.
· Direct answers to the research questions
· Contribution of the study
· Recommendations for practice or policy
· Suggestions for future research
· No new data or citations introduced

Part 4 · Master’s dissertation vs doctoral thesis
	Element
	Master’s dissertation
	Doctoral thesis

	Structure
	Usually one study, six chapters as above
	Often several studies or empirical chapters, plus a synthesis chapter

	Literature review
	Focused on the topic and its gap
	Broader and deeper; may be split into more than one chapter

	Methodology
	One design, clearly justified
	May cover multiple methods or phases, each justified

	Results
	One results chapter, ordered by research question
	One chapter per study or phase, ordered logically

	Contribution
	Shows competence in applying research methods
	Must show an original contribution to knowledge

	Final chapter
	Conclusion and recommendations
	Overall discussion, contribution, limitations and future work



Doctoral tip: if your thesis has several empirical chapters, give each one a short introduction and a short summary that links it to the overall research questions.
Part 5 · Standard front and back matter
	Front matter
	Back matter

	Title page
	References

	Abstract
	Appendices

	Acknowledgments
	Questionnaires, interview guides, ethics approvals

	Table of contents
	Supplementary tables and datasets (if permitted)

	List of tables
	

	List of figures
	



Part 6 · Progress tracker
Fill this in with your supervisor. Dates are yours to set; work back from your submission deadline.
	Chapter / item
	Target words
	Draft due
	Supervisor feedback
	Final

	Introduction
	
	
	
	

	Literature Review
	
	
	
	

	Methodology
	
	
	
	

	Results / Findings
	
	
	
	

	Discussion
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion
	
	
	
	

	Abstract & front matter
	
	
	
	

	References & appendices
	
	
	
	

	Formatting & similarity check
	
	
	
	





Part 7 · Final checks before submission
·  Every research question is answered in the Conclusion
· Chapter headings and numbering match the table of contents
· All tables and figures are numbered, captioned and cited in the text
· Citation style is consistent and matches your university’s requirement
· Every in-text citation appears in the reference list, and the reverse
· Formatting follows the university guidelines (margins, spacing, fonts, pagination)
· Similarity report run and reviewed against your institution’s threshold
· Supervisor’s final comments addressed

Need help with a chapter or the full document?
Zonduo supports master’s and doctoral scholars with dissertation and thesis writing, editing and formatting. Send your discipline, word count and submission date to start.
+91 87547 14627  ·  info@zonduo.com  ·  zonduo.com

